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The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The present claims 
recite that the cathode has a particulate binder. Applicants argue that Goto does not disclose a 
particulate binder, because his disclosed binder, polyvinylidene fluoride, would be dissolved 
when mixed with N-methyl pyrrolidone, thus resulting in an electrode in which the binder is not 
particulate. While Goto does not specify that this polymer dissolves in this solvent, Kim et al., 
from Bull. Korean Chem. Soc, is cited to show that this dissolution would have to occur. See 
page 1 126, left column, second full paragraph. Thus, applicant's argument is persuasive. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen J. Kalafut whose telephone number is 571-272-1286. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00 am-4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick J. Ryan can be reached on 571-272-1292. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661. 




